
 

Bird Song ID Tips 
 

Common Name Song 1 Song 2 or Call 
   
Bunting, Indigo fire, fire,  where, where, see it, see it  

Catbird, Grey 
Squeaks, gurgles, whistles. Mimic. rarely 
repeats phrases > 1x 

Raspy, cat like mew 

Cardinal, Northern Cheer, cheer, cheer! Purty, purty, purty 
Chickadee, Black-capped Fee-bee chickadee-dee-dee 
Goldfinch, American Long variable set of warbles and twitters  potato chip, potato chip 
Grosbeak, Rose-breasted Robin with voice lessons call is a metallic chink 
Mockingbird, Northern Mimic . . repeats phrases 2-6 times  
Nuthatch, Red-breasted ink, ink, ink (sounds like a tin horn)  
Nuthatch, White-breasted Yank, yank, yank  
Oriole, Baltimore Short series of paired notes  
Owl, Barred who cooks for you, who cooks for you all? Hoo-Aah! 
Pewee, Eastern Wood Slurred pee-a-wee  
Phoebe, Eastern Feebee, fee-blee  
Robin, American Cheerily, cheer up, cheer up!  Tuk!  
Sparrow, Chipping mechanical fast trill  

Sparrow, Song 
Madge, Madge,  put on your tea 
kettle-lettle-lettle 

 

Sparrow, White-throated poor Sam Peabody, Peabody, . .   
Tanager, Scarlet A robin with a sore throat  Chick-burr 
Thrush, Hermit Flute like. Begins with single note whistle Screy!  Or Chuck! 
Thrush, Swainson’s Upward spiraling flute-like melody Pit (like a leaky faucet) 
Thrush, Wood flute-like “eee-oh-lay”  
(Thrush) Veery descending  veer veer veer veer  Veer ! 
Titmouse, Tufted Peter,  peter,  peter Nasal and mechanical call 
Vireo, Blue-headed See you, be-seeing ya, so long  
Vireo, Red-eyed here I am, over here, vireo  
Warbler, Black and White wheezy, wheezy, wheezy, wheezy  
Warbler, Blackburnian  High pitched . . . zee zee zee tititi zeeee  
Warbler, Black-throated Blue  A descending, “beer, beer, beer, beer”  I am so lazeeee 
Warbler, Black-throated Green trees trees, murmuring trees Zee, zee, zee, zoo zee 
Warbler, Chestnut-sided pleased pleased pleased to meet ya!  
Warbler, Ovenbird Teacher,  teacher,  teacher!   
Warbler, Northern Parula zeeee-up   
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat  witchety, witchety, witchety  
Warbler, Yellow-rumped variable trill   
Woodpecker, Downy High pitched notes that descend at end  Pick!  
Woodpecker, Hairy Similar to downy, but does not descend Peek!  
Woodpecker, Pileated Wuk, wuk, wuk (similar to flicker)  
(Woodpecker) Flicker, Northern Wicka, wicka, wicka (similar to pileated) Clear! 
Wren, Winter Long, rapid stream of clear notes  


